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Prepare the Way
A friend of mine and I were trying to carve out some time for us to get
coffee together. We were staring at our collective calendar apps and finally
he let out an exasperated sigh and said, “Sorry, man. We’re going to have
to look at after the first of the year. This is always the craziest part of the
year for me.” I told my friend that, as I looked at my own calendar, I felt the
same way.
Such is the way of our culture. For most of our society, as soon as Thanksgiving is over (if they even wait that long!) we rush headlong into jingling
bells, decking halls, and filling ourselves with all the candy-cane-sweetness we can manage. However, the Church has an ancient season called
Advent that refuses to jump headlong into Christmas before we are ready.
For centuries, Christians have practiced the season of Advent as a time of
waiting and preparation before we get to December 25. During this season of anticipation, we are supposed to prepare our hearts and minds to
receive the Christ Child.
This year at Ardmore Baptist Church, we are practicing Advent through a
sermon series called Prepare the Way. Each week we will look at the Gospel
lectionary texts and focus on how our souls can be prepared to receive the
hope, peace, joy, and love that only come from Christ.
In your hand, you are holding some of the reflections from sisters and
brothers in your church family as they reflect on this Advent season. Use
this devotional as an opportunity to step out of the hustle and bustle of
the season; slow down and listen. I encourage you to allow God to use
these words to speak to you and to prepare the way for Christ to be born
anew in your heart.
Tyler Tankersley, Senior Pastor

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
November 27, 2022

Preparing for Hope
Matthew 24:36-44

Sunday, November 27
Preparing for Hope
— Matthew 24:36-44 —
“It is sufficient for us to know that God has appointed a latter day for the
restoring of all things…”
—From the notes on Matthew 24:36 in the Geneva Bible

W

e purchased our house soon after we moved to Winston-Salem
in 2017. If you own a home you know that purchasing one is only
the beginning. One of the joys of being a homeowner includes replacing
everything that wears out. Soon after we moved in, we replaced all the
toilets. In 2019, water began seeping through the cracks of the concrete
slab in our basement. We learned that the pipe under the slab (which
ran the entire length of the house) had rotted and all the dirty kitchen
wastewater was seeping into the ground under our house and coming up
through the cracks in the slab. That was a major re-do and involved jackhammering the slab to replace the pipe, pouring concrete over the new
pipe, and replacing the flooring in the entire basement. Last year, we had
to replace our roof. Once we replaced the roof, I noticed how old and faded
the shutters were so those were replaced. My current project is replacing
old interior doorknobs and rusty hinges. All the while, I find myself eyeing the replacement windows with broken seals. It’s unending because
stuff wears out.
This applies to more than houses. Our bodies wear out. Our minds wear
out. Relationships end. What lives eventually dies. Matthew’s gospel
reminds us to take heart and have hope. There will be a day when stuff
no longer wears out.
God is in the business of redemption; and God’s plan is to restore all
creation to the way God created it to be way back when God first started
creating. That includes us. In Advent we remember God came in Jesus to
redeem, how God is redeeming even now, and how our hope lies in Jesus
coming again to ultimately set everything right.
Gina Brock has been the Associate Pastor for five years. She is married to Chip
and they have one daughter, Rebecca.
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Monday, November 28
— Isaiah 40:1-11 —

T

he book of Isaiah is divided into two halves; the first half speaks of
judgment which runs from chapters 1 to 39. The second half is a book
of comfort from chapters 40 to 66.
It is comforting to realize that the second half beginning from chapter 40
serves as the conclusion of the book with comfort, hope, and blessings as
its theme. We also may feel as Israel felt then; despondent, perhaps alienated and without much hope for the future. Admittedly, our nation is rife
with reasons to feel that way, but the good news is that the voice of God
now speaks tenderly to us today in this season of Advent.
We are daily and often confronted with overwhelming tests and trials
that leave us wondering where God is and what good can come out of our
adversities. The comforting words of God through His Son assure us that
God does have our backs. As the second half of the book speaks of Israel’s
future deliverance, we can also rest in comforting hope that our redemption is nearer than we may think.
Here at Advent, we are strengthened in hope that all the imposing hills of
bewilderment before us shall indeed be made low as Our Shepherd comes
to “feed his flock and gather the lambs with His arm, to carry them in His
bosom, gently leading those that are with young”.
In this season, may we truly tune our hearts to the voice of him that crieth
in the wilderness, asking us to prepare the way of The LORD and make
straight in the desert a highway for Our God.
Matilda Olayinka has been a member of Ardmore Baptist Church for three
years where she is pleased to serve as an usher. Her husband is Wally and their
three children are Simon, Stephanie, and Steven.
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Tuesday, November 29
Unexpected and Welcomed Hope
— Micah 5:1-5a —

I

f you are like me, you have known times when your hopes began to fade
and the outlook for the future looked dim. But then, unexpectedly,
glimmers of hope began to shine and the future looked brighter. Looking
back, you could see God was at work.
Hopes were waning in Micah’s time. The southern kingdom of Judah was
threatened by the Assyrians, who had already conquered the northern
kingdom of Israel. Moral corruption was widespread. In the midst of what
looked hopeless, Micah saw that God could create a future with hope. He
prophesied the coming of an unexpected messianic deliverer.
The new ruler would come from a least likely place, the little town of
Bethlehem, the birthplace of David. He would be an unlikely king. He
would bring new security, protection, and peace to the people not as a
military conqueror but as a shepherd who cares for his flock. He would
rule through the strength of God’s love, who can make all things new.
Micah’s message was for a particular time, but his hopeful message
reached through the years. Centuries later, some wise men told King
Herod that the long-awaited Messiah was going to be born in Bethlehem
(Matthew 2: 1-6). Today, we joyfully prepare to celebrate that same birth
of hope.
After my dad died years ago, I seriously doubted God’s love and everything
looked bleak. But God showed up with unexpected and welcomed hope.
A Catholic spiritual guide listened without judgment and understood the
pain. She pointed me to the signs of God’s love all around that I had overlooked. Jesus, the shepherd king, had been present all the time. May his
ever-present love bring hope to each of us this Advent season.
Paul Mullen and his wife, Bonnie, have been members of Ardmore Baptist since
1981. They have one son, John, who is also an Ardmore member. They are grateful
for the Ardmore family, who regularly make God’s love real.

—7—

Wednesday, November 30
— Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 —

O

ne year for Christmas,
my sister received
a Magic Eye book. If you
attended any Scholastic
Book Fair in the 90s, you
likely are familiar with
these books. Magic Eye: A
New Way of Looking at the
World contained a series
of autostereogram, which
are 2-dimensional images
that, when looked at in a
certain way, create the illusion of a 3-dimensional image. Of course, my younger sister was able to
see the 3D images right away, but despite my best efforts, I could not seem
to figure it out.
In Psalm 80, we are reminded that we can trust in God to give us life (v. 18)
and that we can obtain salvation by looking not at our own surroundings
and circumstances, but to God.
After several days spent trying to unlock the mysterious trick to those
pictures, I realized that I was doing it all wrong. It wasn’t until I focused
my eyes just beyond the page that I was able to see the hidden image.

Our reminder as Christians is to focus beyond those things right in front
of us, often flat and unimpressive, those things that clamor for our attention and focus, and to look toward the Hope of the Christ child. We can
focus on the goodness that illuminates the world. Things like compassion,
kindness, charity, service, worship, and delight. Most of all, we can look at
a Hope that life and eternity are so much bigger than we can perceive. This
is what saves us!
When it gets hard and we are distracted by the 2-dimensional, we can cry
out to God and say, “Restore us, O God of Hosts, let your face shine that we
may be saved” (v. 19) and see a glorious image revealed.
Jess Tankersley has been a member of Ardmore for just over three years. She
enjoys spending time with her husband, Tyler (you may recognize him from the
pulpit from time to time), and her three children: Henry, Owen, and Charlotte.
She has a passion for early childhood education, cooking for people, laughing at
TV, movies, and podcasts, and has never once turned down a Diet Dr. Pepper.
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Thursday, December 1
— Micah 4:1-5 —
“Beginnings are always exciting and full of hope. The Coming of the Kingdom is
creation coming to be what it was meant to be, the joy and glory of all creation
working together with the Creator.”

T

hus, Madeleine L’Engle begins her book, The Irrational Season, in the
darkness of the weeks of Advent. Despite man’s manipulation of time
pieces – as if that will somehow hold back the darkness – we still experience the shortening days, the creeping cold, and the feeling that in this
moment of history things are just not right.
Micah has spent the first three chapters laying God’s judgment at the
feet of the corrupt economic, civic, and religious leaders who have taken
advantage of the people during a time of chaos and turbulence in Juday.
Then comes chapter four: a poem about the restoration of the land, people,
and the Word of the Lord coming from the new and peaceful Jerusalem
centered in the temple – God’s house.
What a word of hope that must have been, except, of course, it never really
came true, at least not in the way they probably envisioned.
But, as we prepare for a new beginning over the next few weeks, we know
that ultimately it has and will come true: that truth is not based on our
plans and activities for the season – for those can truly be irrational. For
hope in the restored creation springs from God actually coming to dwell
in his house, in his creation, in his Word among us.
“The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our
salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The night is nearly over,
the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on
the armor of light.” Romans 13:11-12
Prayer
Come, Lord Jesus, come. Amen.
Les Davis and his wife, Diane, have been members since 2014 after 10 years as
Minister of Music at Clemmons First Baptist and thirteen years as Director of
Missions in Yadkin Association. They have four children and six grandchildren.
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Friday, December 2
— Micah 4:6-7 —

I

will never forget being at my mom’s bedside when she passed from this
world about three years ago. My dad and sister had left to take a break
and I got to spend some precious time with mom. Her last words were “I
am ready to see my mother and sisters in heaven.” This was sacred space
to me and a sacred moment with my mom. I was grieving but she was at
peace. Her last words to me were words of HOPE.
During Micah’s time, after a long period of peace, Israel was starting to be
threatened by the Assyrian Empire. For much of the book of Micah, he is
warning the surrounding towns of this impending disaster. However, in
these verses, Micah is delivering a message of HOPE to his people:
“In that day,” declares the Lord, “I will gather the lame. I will assemble the
exiles and those I have brought to grief. I will make the lame a remnant,
those driven away a strong nation. The Lord will rule over them in Mount
Zion from that day and forever.”
So what is “that day” that the lame, the exiles, and the grief-stricken will
experience? It is a future time of peace and unity, of brotherhood and
sisterhood, of HOPE. This will come after a time of captivity, of despair,
and of hopelessness.
This should remind us all of the season of Advent when Jesus appeared as
light to a dark world, as HOPE to the hopeless. Some of us may be experiencing a time of grief and hopelessness right now. No matter what you are
going through, God promises a future of healing and peace. Let us anticipate and meditate on Micah’s message during this time of Advent.
Eddie Waddell is married to Laura and they have two children: Jonathan is 19
and Victoria is 17. Eddie has been a member of Ardmore Baptist since 1996 and
has worked at Forsyth Tech for the past 24 years.
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Saturday, December 3
— Psalm 90 —

P

salm 90 is a prayer of Moses, and it starts off by saying, “Lord, you
have been our dwelling place in all generations.” The Lord has always
and will always be our safe place, our home, no matter what. Whenever
there is a hard time or a hurdle you face in your life, God will always be
there for you, ready for you to come back home to him. God is like a mother.
He will wait for his children to come home and he will continue to love
them unconditionally.
The prayer continues and says that our days are numbered and passing
away quickly. Then after they’re gone, we fly away. But then Moses says,
“Return O Lord!... Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, that
we may rejoice and be glad all our days.” Once the Lord returns we will
rejoice like a child when they see their parents after they are gone on
vacation. We will be glad all of our days! No more sadness, or anger,
or loneliness. Just joy, laughter, and lots and lots of smiles.
This is the hope of the return of God, our Father. That when he returns he
will take away all of the pain and suffering of this human life and leave
us with joy. He provides us with hope during all of our life, being there
with us every step of the way. Every hardship you face he is there. Walking
beside you into the light. Putting our hope in the Lord renews us, and
helps us to grow as a person and in our faith.
Prayer
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him”
Anna Hege is the daughter of Will and Leslie Hege. Her siblings are Jack & Drew.
Anna is a member of Ardmore’s youth group and is in the 9th grade.
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 4, 2022

Preparing for Peace
Matthew 3:1-12

Sunday, December 4
Preparing for Peace
— Matthew 3:1-12 —

E

verything seems to come with a warning label nowadays. Some are
important, such as “Use in well ventilated area” on cleaning products
with toxic fumes, or “Warning - Contains Nuts” to help allergic consumers
make smart choices. Others seem painfully obvious, such as the label on
a stroller that reads “Remove child before folding”, or the label on a chainsaw that says, “Do not attempt to stop chain with hand.” Now these are
only warnings. We are still free to ignore them and use the product however we want. But when we do that, we put ourselves and those around us
at risk of being hurt.
In our scripture for today, John the Baptist has an Advent Warning for us.
Like those other warning labels, we ignore it at our own risk. “Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven has come near.” Repent! What does that mean? It
is to understand that we have gone off course with our lives and need to
come back. It means we confess our sins, not proclaim excuses or state
why others made us do what we did. It means that I need to get my life
right and my paths straight for the arrival of the king.
What is John warning us against? He wants our life following Jesus to be
authentic and humble or else there could be painful consequences…we can
get burned. “His (Jesus’) winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear
his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” Jesus will separate those who
truly repent and trust in Him while leaving the others to be swept away
in the fire.
It is easy for me to think that this is just one of those painfully obvious
warnings. After all, I am a good Christian. I desire to be right with God. I
would gladly repent if I had something of which to repent. Ahhh, there’s
the problem. Much like the Pharisees in this passage, it is easy to underestimate my sin and overestimate my goodness. To avoid being part of the
brood of vipers, we need to humble ourselves, accept and repent from our
sinful ways, and then completely rest in the grace of God through Jesus.
Only then can we experience the peace of knowing who we are and the
confidence of being “gathered to Jesus’ granary.” It is not about religion or
going to church. It is not about being a good Christian. It is about knowing
and trusting that without this child born on Christmas Day, we are ashes.
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There are some warnings that we can afford to ignore, some we can even
laugh at. This is not one of them. “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
near.” Let this warning work on our hearts this Advent so we will be
well prepared to receive God’s Christmas Savior and the real peace he
brings. Repent and believe that you and I are sinners, and Jesus came
to save sinners!
Alan Gill is the Church Administrator. He and his wife, Julie, have three grown
children and two beautiful grandchildren, and are looking forward to seeing
all of them over the holidays. Alan feels blessed and comforted to be part of the
faithful community of Ardmore Baptist Church. Alan is confident that if Jesus
could save him, he can save any sinner.
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Monday, December 5
— Luke 1:5-25 —

W

e are all familiar with the Bible story of Zacharias and Elizabeth.
Unfortunately, because Zacharias had questioned God’s messenger,
the Angel Gabriel, he was to be mute until the baby, John, was born. One of
the morals of this story is that we should listen and trust God to do what
he says.
We are in the Christmas season and may encounter people begging for
money. Unfortunately, not all of them are trustworthy. Some are dishonest
people trying to take advantage of the season of generosity. Often, we have
to decide whether to give or not give to the individual. Sometimes it is a
hard decision.
Let me tell you a personal example. A few weeks ago, I was grocery
shopping at my Harris-Teeter store in Clemmons. As I drove into the
parking lot, I noticed a lady and a small boy near the street, and the boy
was “sawing” on an old fiddle. I went on into the store, got my groceries,
and returned to my car. As I was driving out, I passed by the lady and the
boy and noticed that the lady was holding a sign that read: HOMELESS –
5 CHILDREN – NEED HELP! I thought, “that is pitiful”. I drove on a little
farther and something told me I should have helped her. As I drove even
farther, I felt like God was shouting at me that I should help her. I turned
around, returned to the parking lot, stopped in front of the lady, and gave
her what little money I had in my wallet. She said, “Thank you and God
bless you”. I turned around, drove home, and I felt like a huge burden had
been lifted from me. I have never felt more thankful that I had listened to
God speaking to me and I had answered him.
I don’t know what happened to the lady and the boy. I hope things went
well for them. The young lad playing the fiddle may not turn out to be
God’s servant, like John. Who knows what he may become. God does.
When you are out shopping this Christmas season and encounter someone
on a street corner asking for help, think about it - you could be accepting
or rejecting a message from God’s Angel Gabriel.
Merry Christmas!
David Jordan has been a member of Ardmore for 15 years. He has a daughter,
Lori, who lives in Raleigh. Since his wife, Jean, who was also his grammar critic,
passed away in February 2022, he asks that you forgive any grammatical errors
in his devotional.
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Tuesday, December 6
— Psalm 126 —

T

he first half of Psalm 126 overflows with joy for the blessings God provided to restore the fortunes of Zion. Then we realize that, for there to
be restoration, something first must have been lost or broken.
The second half of this passage even includes the often-quoted verse:
“Those who sow with tears will reap with songs of joy.” (v5) Wait! Joy comes
after the brokenness and tough times in life? But don’t we want life to go
according to our plans?
Life, it seems, is not always what we hoped, planned, or dreamed. Along
with the highs and celebrations, there are bare spots, times of trouble,
unplanned change, unexpected challenges, disappointments, and
disruptions. Hard decisions have to be made, accompanied by prayer,
waiting, trusting, and obeying. Can we find peace as we seek to know
and do His will?
Mary and Joseph surely experienced this wide range of responses - from
tears to joy and all the in-betweens - as they learned and eventually
accepted the angels’ announcements that Mary was expecting a child
from God, the Prince of Peace. They each reached peace with the news,
trusting and obeying Him.
Throughout His word we learn that the Prince of Peace offers us peace and
contentment for the journey, as we seek and surrender as did Mary and
Joseph. May we each find and claim His peace during the ups and downs
of life, during this Advent season, and beyond.
Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, help us to be content, truly turning our concerns
over to you and trusting you. May your peace, which is beyond
understanding, guard our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus,
no matter our circumstances. Let there be peace on earth,
and let it begin within us.
Carol Polk has been at Ardmore since 1983, following her sister, Sylvia Pickett.
Carol loves music, is a peacemaker who claims joy in her life, and is the Executive
Director of Pivot Ministry to empower low-income women.
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Wednesday, December 7
— Isaiah 11:1-9 —

A

dvent is about waiting with anticipation.
If I am honest with myself, I do not wait
well. Waiting in line, waiting in traffic, waiting
to hear the news after a test, my heart is anxious,
and I cannot focus on much other than when
will this be over. What am I really waiting for,
and even more important what am I looking
forward to? I am waiting and longing to live in
a world that respects each other. I yearn for the
day when my reaction to people and to situations comes from a place of God-given love and
wisdom, when I will be filled with the knowledge of God and react to others accordingly.
In Isaiah, God is showing the kind of King he
is and will be. A ruler that is just, who speaks
against evil-doing. A ruler that is filled with wisdom and understanding. The verses go on to state how nature will be turned upside down. An
example is the lion laying down with the lamb.
When I imagine what it would be like to live in the kind of world where
even the animals get along, I know it must be pure peace!
I long for peace in this world and in my own heart. I am always on guard
hoping my actions and words do not offend someone. I turn on the TV
and, in the news, I hear how people are turning against each other. The
commercials are filled with political ads. These ads do not say what the
candidate stands for but usually mock the person they are running
against. Where is the peace?
The peace is in Jesus Christ. He wants to give me peace in an uncertain
world. When I recognize that this life is just a speck of time when compared to eternity, things come into perspective. God tells us His peace is
available now, but to look forward to the future when His perfect peace
will be on full display! When I focus on the God who is seeking to redeem
me, I am humbled, and I rest in his unfailing peace.
Sarah Griffenhagen is married to John. She is a mother to three girls, Jill (Chris),
who lives in London, Beth who lives in Queens, NY, and Mary (Ian) who live in
Buzzards Bay, MA. She is a proud grandmother of Fiona and Owen. Sarah
has been a member of Ardmore since 1981 - that is 41 years! At present, she is
Chairman of our Senior Adult Ministry, Joy in the Journey.
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Thursday, December 8
— Hebrews 8:8-12 —
“The days are surely coming…when I will establish a new covenant with
the house of Israel…”
And, yet…The Paradox of Peace

T

rue confession: I do not like winter (surely I am not alone in this
opinion). I long for the splendor of colorful fall leaves, bright blue
Carolina skies, and warm sunshine to linger just a while longer each
year. And yet, I realize some of my favorite experiences and traditions
accompany the winter season. You know the ones:
•

Twinkling lights

•

Beautiful decorations

•

Delicious treats

•

Crackling fires

•

Christmas movies

•

Favorite songs on repeat

The paradox of the “now and not yet” that is Advent
is much the same. We have a deep longing in our
souls for peace, hope, joy, and love. And yet, so
much of what transforms us happens during our
own personal “winters” and seasons of waiting
where Immanuel meets us in our despair, brokenness, sadness, and bondage. While we prefer to
skip the bleak, cold, dark seasons, we cling to
faith that was strengthened and stored during
the brighter days. We trust the One who is always
with us and give thanks that even in (especially
in) the darkness, God provides the perfect Priest
to bring peace through his sacrifice.
DeNeal Fowler has served as Minister of Invitation
and Hospitality since joining the staff in 2017. She
and her husband, James, became members in 1995
after relocating to the Winston-Salem area. They
have two young adult sons, Grayson and Samuel,
and a daughter, Lorna, who is a senior in high school.
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Friday, December 9
— Luke 1:26-38 —

“G

reetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” These
are the words of Gabriel that greeted Mary that fateful day. They
are followed by, “Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered
what kind of greeting this might be.” Was she more troubled at the words
or at the sight of the angel who delivered them? Both were startling! From
her life as an observant Israelite she may have remembered that in the
past when similar words were delivered God was about to use that person
for a mighty work. Her heart must have pounded in her chest. However,
it seems Gabriel anticipated this. “Do not be afraid.” And he calls her by
name. Perhaps at this point a little peace descended upon Mary. Gabriel
goes on to break the big news – you’re going to conceive a child, Jesus. He
quotes the words of the prophets. These, too, had to be soothing words but
her mind must have been racing. Again, Gabriel anticipates those frantic
thoughts and the question she asks out loud. “How?” He explains and
calls the offspring the Son of God. Did Mary at this point put two and two
together? She knew of the ancient teaching of the awaited Messiah. Did
her mind go to the Isaiah scripture calling the expected One, The Prince
of Peace? Gabriel must have sensed she needed one more assurance to
bring peace. He tells her about her relative, Elizabeth, and her expected
child. Then he delivers calming words that Mary can claim in her heart,
mind, and soul, “For nothing is impossible with God”. A sense of overwhelming peace must have come over Mary. She simply says, “I am the
Lord’s servant…” What began as troubled thoughts has come full circle
to holy peace.
During this season of anticipation, let us examine what God is calling
us to do. Let us calm our troubled hearts and souls. Let us claim the
peace-that-passes-all-understanding as we follow Him. “For nothing
is impossible with God”.
Prayer
Father, give us the holy peace that Mary felt as she willingly said,
“May it be ...”. In the name of the Prince of Peace we pray.
Tammy Stocks, with her husband, Ralph, have been members at Ardmore for
five years. She currently works as a nurse to provide education and resources
for new mothers. Previously, Tammy and Ralph served for 22 years in Eastern
Europe ministering among the Romany through Cooperative Baptist Fellowship.
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Saturday, December 10
— Romans 15:4-13 —

I

n these verses, Paul is talking to the Christian church in Rome. He
tells them that when Jesus comes to rule over the nations, everyone will
find hope in Him, including the Gentiles who were seen as unclean and
sinful. Additionally, by putting their trust in Him, they will be filled with
joy and peace.
As a senior in high school, these words from Paul are quite reassuring.
I am facing a lot of uncertainty during this time in my life, and many
questions relating to my future are constantly running through my
head. I find myself stressing over things such as where I will go to college
and what I want my prospective career to be. Yet, trusting God will allow
me to live a more peaceful life, rather than one that is filled with anxiety
and fear about my future plans.
If trusting “the God of hope” allows for a better life, why do I often find
myself turning away from Him? It is hard to admit, but the answer can
be found in my insecurity. I am not perfect and have many flaws, and
presenting my broken self to God can be hard. However, Paul reminds us
that the king of all nations accepts Jews, Gentiles, and everyone in between. With this in mind, I can more easily cast my cares onto Him. It may
be cliché, but leading a peaceful life means we have to let go and let God.
Kara Preli is the daughter of Bob and Karen Preli and has attended Ardmore
all her life. She is an active member of the youth group and participates in
handbells, sign team, and choir.
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 11, 2022

Preparing for Joy
Matthew 11:2-11

Sunday, December 11
Preparing for Joy
— Matthew 11:2-11 —

T

here were several years in my teens in which I had a terrible birthday. I
saw all the ways other people my age would be celebrated with breakfast in bed, a dance party, many presents, and a big showy party. When
my birthday came around it left me feeling quite disappointed. I let my
own expectations rob me of joy.
Here we find John the Baptist, having asked Jesus, “Are you the One? Or
should we wait for someone else?” He asked this after Jesus calmed a
storm, healed many, cast out demons, forgave many, raised a girl from the
dead, and sent out the twelve disciples to heal people as well. Clearly, John
had some high expectations of Jesus. But don’t we all ask a form of this
question when our expectations aren’t met? “Is this it?” “Isn’t there more?”
For birthdays in my family, we have a simple, yet beautiful ritual in which
the birthday person gets to choose the dinner and the dessert as we gather
around the table with gratitude for the day, for the gift of family, and for
the gift of life. I see that now and am able to step into the joy of each birthday celebration.
This Advent, how can we prepare for joy this season? Take time to examine
our expectations. What are we holding that is setting us up for failure and
disappointment? What are we holding that is equipping us to be present
to notice where God is moving through our days? That noticing, that
presence with ourselves, with others, and with God, will be where we find
ourselves seated at the manger experiencing joy at all that God has given.
May you be present for the joy of this season.
Prayer
God, this Advent help us to be present with you and others
noticing the little things and big things of each day
that invite us to see the goodness of all you have given.
Help us really examine our expectations in order to let go of that which
keeps us from the joy of seeing and bringing about your kingdom.
Amen
Lee Ritchie is Minister with Children and Families. She is married to Jason
and they have two children, Warren and Mary Margaret. Lee loves to ask big
questions about faith with children and see how the Holy Spirit moves through
them (the children and seeking the answers).
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Monday, December 12
— Luke 1:39-56 —

“L

ife is like a box of chocolates. You never know what you are going to
get.” From Hollywood’s Forest Gump, a simple phrase is now perpetuated as truth. How thankful I am as a Christian that I know my life has
more assurance than this. Most of our families likely have not had angelic
visitations prior to our births. Elizabeth and Mary did. Each was given
the foreknowledge that she would have a son. Elizabeth was told her son
would turn Israel and prepare the people for the Lord. Mary was told she
would be given a son, a Savior, who would reign over the house of Jacob. At
Mary’s greeting, John leapt in the womb and Elizabeth was filled with the
Holy Spirit. Is this already the fulfillment of verse 15 of this chapter with
John being filled with the Spirit while yet in his mother’s womb?

Elizabeth next pronounced Mary “blessed.” Eulogeo is the Greek word for
blessed. It’s root meaning “well-spoken of” is from the combination of
Eu and Lego. Eu means good/well. Lego means to speak. From Zodhiates
translation this speaking “links and knits together in connected discourse
the inward thoughts and feelings of the mind.” Lego for me usually brings
to mind those tiny little building block sets loved by our children. Legos
come in a beautiful box with a design plan included to fit them all together
for a master creation. I certainly don’t usually “speak well” of them when
one piece is lost and construction is halted or if they are scattered all
over my floor. Just as Elizabeth’s words were knit together to speak well of
Mary, these little building blocks are knit/connected together to form a new
creation. Isn’t this like the body of Christ? Each piece is necessary to make
the whole. Each one is blessed with a different roll to fill. Each created by
the Creator with a design plan whose function is dependent on all parts.
Ephesians 1:11-12 states we were chosen and created for a purpose and His
glory. Jeremiah 1:5 goes on to say that we are knit together in our mothers
womb and set apart. How unlike the box of chocolates and more like Legos
are we. We have a blessed life. One knit together by a loving God. A life
with a plan and a purpose and a Savior. Should we not also leap with joy?
Prayer
Dear Lord, Please help us to always remember how blessed we are
with you as our Father and Creator. Keep us joyful in this season
as we focus on you and your eternal gift to us - Jesus.
Laura Foster is a native North Carolinian from Mooresville. She is married to
David, a mom to Grant, a physician at Wake and an avid Tarheel woefully surrounded by Deacon fans at their church home at Ardmore.
— 24 —

Tuesday, December 13
— Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 —

H

ave you ever seen, heard, and felt a storm come up at a North Carolina
beach? I have vivid memories of sitting in a rocking chair on a porch
that overlooked the beachfront with my family. All of a sudden the sun
has been shoved aside by big dark grey clouds that stack up on one another
and the waves decide it’s time to really rock and roll with vengeance and
white caps. The wind kicks up in cool swift breezes that feel eerie and like
a warning. Then a slice of lightning dodges across the top of the water and
booms of thunder echo across the horizon. You can feel the danger in your
soul. Quickly life around you begins to scatter - the people on the sand
running to their cars, the birds picking up speed to find a safe haven, even
the sand dunes seem to hunker down and wait out the end of the storm. It
is similar to the situation we find in Isaiah 61. These people that are being
addressed are in the middle of the storm - the clouds of poverty, the waves
of persecution, the winds of brokenness and grief, the lightning of despair,
and the scattering of devastation. They are waiting for this storm to end.
And end, it will. We know this because God sent a prophet to tell the people that the end was coming. Not only was the end coming to the storm
but on the other side of it would be joy. How many times have we experienced the storm as well as the joy? We know the promises of God are true,
faithful, and beautiful. Whether you are in the storm, watching it brew, or
feeling it move away, know that your God has promised you, as His people,
freedom, comfort, blessing, and joy through the one that will come into
the world as a babe.
Amy Gallaher serves as the Minister of Missional Engagement at Ardmore
Baptist Church and dearly loves serving alongside those in the church
community. She is married to Tyler and together they have a son, JT (8),
and their dog, Sandy (12).
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Wednesday, December 14
The Birth of John the Baptist
— Luke 1:57-66 —
Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58 Her
neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her,
and they rejoiced with her.
57

On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going
to name him Zechariah after his father. 60 But his mother said, “No; he is to be
called John.” 61 They said to her, “None of your relatives has this name.” 62 Then
they began motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to give
him. 63 He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And all of
them were amazed. 64 Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed,
and he began to speak, praising God. 65 Fear came over all their neighbors, and
all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea.
66
All who heard them pondered them and said, “What then will this child
become?” For indeed the hand of the Lord was with him. (Luke 1:57-66, NRSV)
59

W

e express and share our joy by celebrating or, as the dictionary says,
gathering with others to recognize a significant event with enjoyable activity. This passage describes a celebration and how that celebration
takes an unexpected turn.
The story begins with Elizabeth, Mary’s cousin and Zechariah’s wife,
giving birth despite getting on in years. News of the blessed event gets
out and their relatives and neighbors start celebrating with Elizabeth and
Zechariah. We can easily imagine what that might have been like from our
own experience.
In their excitement and joy, the relatives and neighbors may have gotten
a bit carried away. They take it upon themselves to handle the circumcision of the baby boy and they decided that his name would be Zechariah,
after his father. However, Elizabeth informs them that the boy’s name is
to be John as Zechariah was instructed by the Angel Gabriel. This doesn’t
suit the neighbors and relatives; babies were supposed to be named after
relatives. So, they appeal to Zechariah, who actually had the responsibility
for naming his child under Jewish law and custom.
It’s not explained why they didn’t go to Zechariah in the first place. It
might have had something to do with Zechariah being struck dumb earlier
in the chapter when he seriously annoyed the Angel Gabriel by expressing
doubts as to how old people such as he and Elizabeth could ever have a
child. In any case, Zechariah, still unable to speak, writes down that
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John is his son’s name and it’s here that the story takes an unexpected and
dramatic turn.
Immediately on obeying Gabriel’s instruction, Zechariah’s tongue is
loosed and he starts praising God. In doing so he wrestles the neighbors
and relatives away from their pre-conceived notions of what would be
fitting and proper and forces them to realize what’s going on here is much
bigger than what they expected. Fear - as in “fear of the Lord” - overtakes
them as they realize that they are seeing the hand of God at work in all of
these events. Luke tells us that news of all of these things spread throughout the region and that all who heard about them thought about what this
child would become.
Our Advent celebrations tend to focus on the wondrous events surrounding the birth of Jesus. While this focus is familiar and appropriate, we
might also remember that what gives those events their true significance
is what He will become and to have a reverent, respectful, and awesome
awareness of that larger meaning to the Christmas story.
Prayer
Almighty and merciful God,
may no earthly undertaking hinder those
who set out in haste to meet your Son,
but may our learning of heavenly wisdom
gain us admittance to His company.
Amen
Jay Van Nostrand is married to Karen. They have two adult children, Christy
and Steven Sutton. Jay retired last year and has been a member of Ardmore
Baptist since 1991.
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Thursday, December 15
— Psalm 27 —

F

EAR. It’s a word that makes us shudder. When fear rules in our hearts
we say and do things we would never do. The presence of fear pushes
out joy, and in joy fear cannot exist. Fear of the dark. Fear of COVID.
Fear of someone’s reaction. Fear can take hold on us! Fear pushes us to
isolate and hunker down, but I have found that things only spiral further
downward when fear leads us. And yet, in the dark we hear those all too
familiar words, “Do not fear…Fear not.”

In this season of Advent we are reminded not to fear because our trust,
hope, and joy are not found in people or things of our world. We can be
confident in a God who listens, responds, and continues to be faithful,
no matter what comes our way. God is with us. Advent wakes us up again
to say, “remember what was told to you is real. God can be trusted.” God
has not abandoned us. Instead, God did the opposite and came to dwell/sit
with us. The king of empathy came and comes to walk with us, in all of
life’s circumstances.
The psalmist calls us into their experience of God. The writer wants us
to see they have many reasons to fear, to lack in confidence, and worry if
God will show up. But despite the odds being against them, they remain
faithful and trust God because of what God has done in the past, how God
is present now, and trusting God will be faithful in the future. As Scott
Erickson reminds us, “…maybe the glory of the Lord shining around us
is already happening to me, to you, to us when we consider the weight
of that incarnation in our lives today.”
As you wait in this Advent season, where do you find yourself? Fearful
of the state of the world, your bank account, relationships, or something
else? What would it look like to remind yourself of God’s faithfulness in
your past? Joy enters into our world when we see beyond what is taking
place and notice that God is with us and working.
Waiting is hard. But what if waiting brought you a gift in itself. What if
waiting eradicates the fear and bestows joy for you. Joy in God’s promises.
Joy in knowing you are more courageous than you realize.
Dane Martin is the Minister with Students at Ardmore Baptist. He is married to
Gretchen, and together they have two boys, Finley and Brooks.
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Friday, December 16
— Isaiah 60:1-5 —

H

ave you had a power outage recently? I have heard there is no definition of darkness...it is only the absence of light. That may be true, but
when the power goes off at night, we may not be able to define darkness, but
we certainly can feel very helpless as we fumble to find a source of light.
Recently, I was sitting at my kitchen table when suddenly, without warning, I was plunged into complete and utter darkness. As I sat stunned
for a moment, a beam of light came from the other room. There, a lamp
was burning brightly. What is going on and how is this possible? Then I
remembered...a long time had passed but I did recall ordering one of the
“magic” light bulbs that would turn on if the power went out. I was glad to
know it worked...a light shining in the darkness.
Prior to this passage, the Jewish people had been exiled to Babylon.
After years of captivity, Cyrus of Persia had defeated the Babylonians
and allowed the exiles to return to Jerusalem. I’m sure they were so
excited to be home and thinking about their future.
However, they were not welcomed back with open arms and were treated
very much like second-class citizens. Their plans to rebuild Jerusalem
and the temple were met with much opposition. As the construction was
stopped, despair came upon the people. One can only imagine the frustration and hopelessness they must have felt. This was the darkness into
which Isaiah brought God’s promise to the people, “Arise, shine for your
light has come”.
The promise of light shining in the darkness brings hope, no matter how
black the darkness, and shows us that God’s goodness pierces through the
evil in the world.
Isaiah describes the state of the world as being comparable to the night:
all is enveloped in moral and spiritual darkness (much like today’s world).
But Isaiah brings hope to a hopeless situation - “The glory of the Lord is
risen upon thee.”
He is telling the Jewish people that all those who were scattered throughout
the world would be returning to Jerusalem; that other nations would be
helping with the rebuilding of the temple and their ships would be bringing the sons and daughters back home as well as supplies and Gentiles who
would be coming to help.
Into the lives of the Jewish people who had lost all hope during this dark
period, Isaiah’s words were encouraging and inspiring.
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In our world today with all the evil and corruption, it would be easy for us
to be discouraged. If Isaiah were here today, what would he say to us?
“Arise and shine for thy light is come?“
What would Jesus say? “Ye are the light of the world.” and “Let your light
so shine.”
The birth of Christ was like a light shining in the darkness. We continue
to wait with Advent hope for that love to visit us again.
Prayer
Heavenly Father,
In times of discouragement help us remember that you are with us
always and your divine glory shines like a light in a dark world.
Open our eyes and hearts so that your light may shine in and through
us, and that others may feel your love. In a fallen world so filled with
darkness, help us to change our perspective to one of hope, peace, joy,
and love as we celebrate the birth of Jesus, the light of the world.
Amen
Marie Charles has been a member of Ardmore Baptist since 1970. Marie and
her husband Bob, who passed away in 2008, have two children and two granddaughters. She is thankful for all the friends and staff at Ardmore.
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Saturday, December 17
— Luke 1:68-79 —

O

ut of a reasonable doubt (Luke 1:18), seasoned and aging priest
Zechariah was made mute for nine months (1:20). Zechariah’s experience delivered the following gospel message loud and clear: “For nothing
will be impossible with God.” (1:37)
On any given Sunday, seasoned (and/or aging) preachers stand before
worshipers, aware that their minds are filled with all kinds of reasonable
doubts about the promises of God due to the struggle of their personal
lives (especially enduring 3 years’ coronavirus pandemic).
Nine months is a long time to be kept in silence. Immediately after his
mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, Zechariah spoke and blessed
God joyfully (1:64).
Nine months is a long time to be kept in solitude, meditation, and reflection. From Zechariah’s out-pouring prayer, praise, and prophecy, we can
be sure that he did not waste any second of his time during his physical
bondage. With God’s grace, he converted his physical infirmity to become
his spiritual advantage.
For author Luke, the tragedy of the human dilemma is that people can
freely choose to ignore, resist, and reject the messengers that God sends
them and they can freely choose to harden their hearts toward the peace
from God. But for the people like Zechariah, it is the redemptive hope in
God, lamenting his own sinfulness, and acknowledging human depravity
that had brought light, peace, joy, love, and the knowledge of salvation to
his world.
The birth of Zechariah’s miracle son prepares the way for another miracle
Son of God; and the joy of father Zechariah reflects the joy of our Father in
heaven.
These are the messages: I (as a preacher) should spend time in silence, solitude, meditation, and reflection before I can bring light, joy, love, and the
knowledge of salvation to my congregations in order to ease their reasonable doubts and personal pains in this unending coronavirus pandemic,
and “to guide their feet into the way of peace” (1:79).
Scott Hsu is the Pastor of Winston-Salem Chinese Christian Church. He is married
to Nancy and they have two daughters, Mimi and Jaja. Scott and Nancy both
are originally from Taiwan and have spent most of their lives in North Carolina
(since 1987).
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 18, 2022

Preparing for Love
Matthew 1:18-25

Sunday, December 18
Preparing for Love
— Matthew 1:18-25 —

I

thought I had my life figured out. I was studying anthropology in
college and had dreams of being a world-renowned primatologist,
studying the emergence of culture in primate life. I had even contacted
the St. Louis Zoo and secured an internship working with chimpanzees
and bonobos. But then, I attended a conference where I heard a seminary
president preach. She later called me and encouraged me to consider going
to seminary. I prayed about it and suddenly, I was trading chimpanzees
for theology. As I’ve joked with many of you before, I chose the more difficult primates to work with.
Joseph thought he had his life figured out too. He and Mary were going
to get married, he was going to live a quiet life as a tradesman, and
everything would go according to plan. But then a holy interruption
threw a monkey wrench into his life of predictability. Suddenly, he found
out that his fiancé was pregnant (and not by him) but he was told that
there is more spirit in this scandal than he could possibly imagine.
Advent is when we realize that our well-laid plans for the future are never
set in stone; instead, they are made of snow. Sometimes the heat of pain
or suffering comes along and leaves us in a puddle and other times, God
sends us on a new path and in a direction that we never saw coming.
God was up to something new in this Advent story and Joseph was invited
to play a part. Sisters and brothers, God is still up to new things in our
world today. May we open our imaginations to dare to Advent dream of
new ways we can live out Christmas love in our world.
Prayer
May the One who seeks you, find you when you fall.
May the One who loves you, find delight in your living.
And may the One who sends you, send you now in joy.
For in your gladness and in your grieving,
In your brokenness and in your healing,
In your faithfulness and in your leaving,
The One who made and redeemed you,
Is the One who keeps you still. Amen.
Tyler Tankersley has served as the senior pastor of Ardmore Baptist Church since
2019. He and his wife, Jess (an early childhood school director), have three children:
Henry (10), Owen (8), and Charlotte (5). He hopes and prays that all of you have a
wonderful Christmas and he feels so blessed to walk this faith journey with you.
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Monday, December 19
— Psalm 100 —

P

salm 100 is a Psalm of Thanksgiving. It tells not just all believers, but
“all the earth!” (Psalm 100:1) to make a joyful noise to the Lord. The
message comes with no strings attached, no caveats, and no qualifications: everyone, no matter their situation, should praise God with all they
have. There are more ways to complete this necessary action than just
singing; God also sees service as an act of praise.
Verse 3 says that “It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people,
and the sheep of his pasture.” Jesus frequently used sheep to explain his
messages, and here the psalmist does as well. Sheep were a common part
of life in ancient Israel. They are dumb and do not know what is best for
them. They need the guidance of a good shepherd, just as we need the
guidance of the good God.
However, this is a song of encouragement, not a passage meant to order
us around against our will. God doesn’t want an army of robots to do his
bidding, he desires a relationship with each and every one of us. The Psalm
ends with a justification for this praise and assurance of the goodness of
the Lord. Verse 5: “For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.” The overwhelming, never-ending,
reckless love of God is enough for us all, no matter what we have done. This
love will always be there for us, and it comes at no cost to us to take it.
His goodness trumps all that we have ever done and always will. This is
the hope that we have every year as we prepare for Christmas: we worship
the One who loved and cared for us so much, broken as we are, that he
would come down in human form to have the relationship he wanted with
us. Let us celebrate this love in this season of Advent, but also in every
season of our lives.
Noah Trenchard is 16 years old and has attended Ardmore all his life. He is
the son of Matthew and Kelly Trenchard and the older brother of Levi. He is a
sophomore at West Forsyth High School in Clemmons and spends his free time
playing soccer, talking to friends, and enjoying any sport he can find.
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Tuesday, December 20
— Mark 1:1-3 —

A

dvent is a season in which we
prepare. The gospel of Mark
begins with John the Baptist preparing
us for the coming of the Messiah.
From the Cambridge dictionary, the
word prepare can be defined as “to
make or get something or someone
ready for something that will happen
in the future.” It can also be defined
as “to expect that something will
happen and to be ready for it.” In
both these definitions, the two words
that are repeated are “will happen”
This sense that one knows what is
coming. And John the Baptist certainly knew what was coming.
Clear the road for him! He is a voice shouting in the wilderness. The same
wilderness in which Jesus would be tempted for 40 days. John is urging
the people to repent and believe in the gospel because he has seen his
mercy. I think everyone can point out a time in our lives where we have
felt unprepared for what is coming. Whether it was a test, first date, job
interview, loss of a Job, illness, or loss of a friend or family member. It
throws you off and often makes you wonder, what happened? Why did
this happen? How did this happen?
I’ve come to find when we are unprepared for what life throws at us, but
have our focus on Him, and know that our strength comes from Him, we
are prepared to take on life’s unexpected challenges.
Prayer
Heavenly Father, during this Advent season, let our busy roads be
cleared to focus solely on you. For in your forgiveness, we clear a path to
open our hearts to receive your strength and love we so desperately need.
In his name we pray, Amen.
Abbie Mauney and her husband, Chase, have been attending ABC for three
years now. They are involved in the young adult Sunday Bible Study class where
they have met some amazing people. Abbie works at Atrium Wake Forest Baptist
as a Program Manager working to support adolescents & young adults throughout their cancer journey and prepare them for life after cancer.
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Wednesday, December 21
— John 3:16-21 —

I

guess I’m like so many others. When I think of the Christmas season,
I think of gifts and giving. So often we put the secular celebration of
Christmas on a higher priority level than God’s gift to the world – His only
Son. I have to confess that as the Christmas of 1949 got nearer, all I could
think about was how unjust things were going for me.

I had been assigned duty in the Philippines on the smallest naval station
in the Navy, Sangley Point. Having been at sea for almost five months, I did
not have a mailing address. As a result, I had not received any mail in all
that time. To a 19-year-old sailor this was a bad time, my first Christmas
away from home. We had all the trappings of the season: a tree from China
and Christmas music on the PA system, but no “Ho! Ho! Ho!” from me.
On December 22nd, I showed up for mail call, and wow! – I had hit the
jackpot. I had all kinds of mail, letters, fruitcakes, and gifts – and
suddenly the world began to change for me.
As time has gone by and I think back to that time in my life, I have
changed my outlook about the Christmas season. I always try to remember
John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son…”. If by
some chance this Christmas there is nothing under the tree with my name
on it, may I still show the same joy and excitement that I experienced 48
years ago, by remembering that I have received the greatest of all gifts,
Jesus Christ, my Savior and my Lord.
This devotion was written in 1996 by Ray Freeman, one of Ardmore’s saints who
died this year. Ray and his wife, Vicki (she predeceased him in 2020), had been
active members of Ardmore since 1966.

— 36 —

Thursday, December 22
— Isaiah 7:10-16 —

T

his passage in Isaiah includes one of the most well-known prophecies
about the arrival of Jesus. “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear
a son, and shall call his name Immanuel” (verse 14). Ahaz, an unbelieving
king of Judah, was given the opportunity to test God and declined, probably less out of respect for God and more because he didn’t want to have
a reason to trust and follow God. But God gave him a sign anyway. This
prophecy was given to him as a promise from God in the midst of a much
larger conversation and difficult situation. It was a challenge to trust God.
In chapter 8 of Isaiah, we read that the name Immanuel means “God with
us” (verse 10). It is a name that offers the hope of God who comes near and
dwells among us (John 1:14). It is a promise that reminds us that God is
with us in difficult moments and easy ones. He is near when we are filled
with faith or lacking that faith more than we care to admit. God is ever
close. It is a promise that is both comforting and confronting.
Today, there are so many things that attempt to take our eyes off Jesus.
The world tells us to look out for ourselves because we are alone in this
journey called life. But the promise given over 700 years before the birth
of Jesus tells us a different message and remains true today. So, during
this Advent season, may the name Immanuel remind us to put our trust
in God, who is nearby. He is with us.
Prayer
Ever present God, we thank you for sending Jesus to be Immanuel.
What a gift to know that we are not alone and that you are always
close by. Thank you for reminding us to put our trust in you through
each moment of our lives. And thank you for being a God who keeps
promises and fulfills prophecy. What a blessing to know that
you remain God with us. Amen.
Janée Angel serves as field personnel with CBF in Antwerp, Belgium. She and
her husband, Hary, primarily minister to Arabic speakers and partner with the
local church. They have two lively daughters, Phoebe (12) and Maria-Grace (8).
Ardmore Baptist partners with them as an Encourager Church.
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Friday, December 23
— 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 —

L

ove is a word used in many contexts. At times it is used vaguely and
without real meaning. In this passage of Corinthians, the apostle
exhorts the importance of love to that church and to us in the present. It
describes to us and shows us what love is. It goes beyond just feelings and
empty words.

What does it mean to love? It is a feeling, but apart from being just a
feeling, it is actions and decisions that we make daily. Choosing to love
someone is not just a feeling, it is a decision that you make in accepting
that person as they are, and what they bring. In these times I have noticed
both personally and around me a lack of love that we have towards our
neighbors. We lose ourselves in a
 fantasy of superficial love, and we
neglect the ability to love truly and openly, and we harden our hearts.
Let us look around us and see what is happening in the world. The lack of
love that has been created towards people for the simple fact of our skin
color, social status, or political party. How sad to see the enmity that has
formed. This scripture clearly explains that we as a church, as children of
God, can call ourselves Christians, we can have positions in the church,
have extensive knowledge of the Bible, give to charity, but even if we do all
the “right” things, without love in our hearts, it is pointless. As said in the
scripture, without love we are “a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal“,
only vain noise that has no purpose.
If Jesus, who was willing to die for us as an ultimate act of love, had not
done so, where would we be, what would become of us? May we be able to
exemplify the unconditional love that our lord Jesus pours out to us in our
own lives.
Raquel Harrell is a native of Mexico
and has resided in the US since the age
of eleven. North Carolina has been
home since arriving from Mexico.
Raquel is married to Fletcher for almost
five years and they have an almost
3-year-old boy with a new baby due in
March 2023. She and her husband have
been members of Ardmore Baptist for a
little over five years and are thankful to
be part of this loving church.
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For God
so Loved the World,
that he gave his only son,
that whoever believes
in him should not perish

but have eternal life.
John 3:16
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CHRISTMAS EVE
December 24, 2022

Christmas Lights
John 1:1-14

Saturday, December 24
Christmas Eve
— John 1:1-14 —

I

t’s Christmas Eve! Our decorating has been done, our gifts have been
wrapped (mostly), holiday gatherings have been attended and enjoyed
(mostly), and it’s time to sit back and bask in the soft glow of the lights
from the lovely tree, the candles flickering on the mantle, and the dancing
flames of the fire that warms the room. Light. How different, cold, and
discouraging it would be without the light that pushes back the darkness,
especially on the night before Christmas.
Some years ago I had the opportunity to spend a week with some friends
on a river in the mountains of Idaho which was designated as a wild and
scenic area. That meant no electricity and no artificial light of any kind. It
took some adjustment, but we were soon captivated by the sunsets and the
endless ceiling of stars that appeared above us each night. The real “heavenly” lights were marvelous but also left us pondering how small we were
in that grand place.
The Apostle John, in the first chapter of his gospel (good news), tells us
that Jesus, who was with God and was God from the beginning, came as
the true light for everyone. “In Him was life, and that life was the light of
all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.” John 1:4-5.
While we may at times feel overwhelmed these days, and we wonder if the
darkness will overtake us, let’s take time on this night before Christmas to
rest in the glow of the true, eternal light of the One who has overcome the
darkness.
Prayer
Dear Lord of Light, in whom there is no darkness, draw us close
so that we may receive, and reflect, the true light of your Son.
Rod Guthrie is an attorney and currently serves as Chair of our Deacon Council,
Church Moderator, and part-time Bible Study teacher. He and his wife, Diane,
have two daughters and six grandchildren, with whom they love spending the
holidays.
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Sunday, December 25
Christmas Day
— Hebrews 1:1-12 —

D

uring this Advent season, our devotionals have been helping us to
prepare. We have been preparing for hope, peace, joy, and love. Today
we celebrate the ONE we have been preparing for—the one who brings
hope, peace, joy, and love. Today we celebrate the birth of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. We celebrate the Son of God! We celebrate Emmanuel,
God with us!
The writer of our scripture for today wants his readers to know who Jesus
is and why Jesus came. He wants them to know that Jesus was not just a
good man or just greater than the angels. He wants them to know that
Jesus was the Son of God, the radiance of God’s glory, as well as God in the
flesh, God incarnate. He was with the Father at creation, he came to save
us from our sin and he now sits at the right hand of God the Father. He is
both God’s son and at the same time God incarnate!
Each year as I choose the music for our adult choir, there always seems
to be one anthem that stands out above all the others because of the
beauty of the music and a text that is so powerfully profound. This year
that anthem is entitled “Let the Stable Still Astonish.” Unlike the author
of our scripture today, the author of this anthem does not point to Jesus
as the radiance of God’s glory, his superiority to the angels, or his majesty
as seated at the throne of God. Instead, the author of the anthem points
to the one who was born a lowly birth - as the anthem says, a little
baby, rag-wrapped and lying in a trough among the dusty flanks of
donkeys and oxen, in a lowly stable with straw-dirt floors and crumbling
crooked walls.
Then the author of the anthem challenges us with the question – “Who
would have chosen this? Who would have said, ‘Yes, let the God of all the
heavens and earth be born here in this place?’” Then…it hits us unexpectedly - the answer to the question is so profoundly powerful. Are you ready
for the answer to the question?
“Who would have chosen a stable? Who, but the same God who stands in
the darker, fouler rooms of our hearts, and says, ‘Yes, let the God of all the
heavens and earth be born here.’”
When we understand WHY Jesus came (to enter the darker, fouler rooms of
our heart as this anthem says) then we can begin to truly see the glory and
radiance of God who came as the incarnate one, the Son of God and God in
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flesh. Now we can better see the Jesus that the writer of Hebrews wants us
to know.
On this Christmas day, my prayer is that you will open your heart and
let the stable still astonish! Let us celebrate the birth of the Son of God,
the incarnate one, Emmanuel, God with us, who came to be born in our
hearts! This is what we have been preparing for!
“Joy to the World, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; let every heart
prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing!”
Prayer
God of glory and God of wonder, we celebrate your love today as we
celebrate the birth of your Son. Thank you for loving us so much that
you would send your Son to enter our hearts and save us from our sin.
We open now our hearts to prepare Him room. Let the stable still astonish.
And let heaven and nature sing as we receive our King! Amen.
David Fitzgerald has served as Minister of Worship, Music and Arts at Ardmore Baptist for eight years. His wife, Martha teaches fourth grade at Pinebrook
Elementary School. They have four grown children, Adam, Joel, Emily and Zac.
And they are enjoying being grandparents to two precious little girls, Nora Rose
who just turned 2 years old and little Josie (Jo Jo) who will experience her first
Christmas this year!
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Advent Worship Services & Events
Sunday, November 27 - First Sunday of Advent
“Preparing for Hope” – Matthew 24:36-44
8:15 am & 10:45 am – Worship
Sunday, December 4 - Second Sunday of Advent
“Preparing for Peace” – Matthew 3:1-12
8:15 am & 10:45 am – Worship
4:00pm – Christmas at Ardmore
Unto Us a Son is Given
A Christmas Worship Celebration of Music,
Candlelight, and Hanging of the Greens
Featuring Ardmore’s Choirs, Handbell Choirs,
Orchestra, and Guest Instrumentalists
5:30pm – Ardmore Table (cookies and hot chocolate)
Sunday, December 11 - Third Sunday of Advent
“Preparing for Joy” – Matthew 11:2-11
8:15 am & 10:45 am – Worship
Bright Christmas
Churchwide project, in partnership with Crisis Control,
to provide food items for families in need.
Sunday, December 18 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
“Preparing for Love” – Matthew 1:18-25
8:15 am & 10:45 am – Worship
Saturday, December 24 - Christmas Eve
3:45pm – Family Nativity Service
5:00 pm – Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
“Christmas Lights” – John 1:1-14
Sunday, December 25 - Christmas Day
“Angels We Have Heard on High” – Hebrews 1:1-12
10:45am (no 8:15am service & no Sunday Bible Study) – Worship

