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A Thriving Congregation
As many of you know, our Vision and Navigation 
Team has recently done some work through a 
visioning process called Dawnings. We’ve iden-
tified areas where we feel like God is calling our 
church to engage with more intentionality and 
we’ve started taking some of those steps. 

However, there is a question that has always 
rattled around in my thoughts and prayers: 
“What’s next?” It’s all fine and good to feel like 
you’ve got a good grasp on who you are called 
to be and what you are called to do, but how do 
you make that sustainable? That was my prayer. 

Randomly in February, I received a call from Chris Aho, who serves as the 
Director of Thriving Congregations with the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. 
CBF had recently been awarded a $1 million Lilly Grant to focus on the 
qualities that lead to thriving within a congregation. Chris wanted to talk to 
me about how Ardmore Baptist Church had been identified as a church that 
has engaged in intentional work around both visioning and sustainability. He 
wanted to invite our church to participate in a pilot cohort called the Thriving 
Congregations Initiative.

In their work, CBF has identified five traits that seem to define a community 
of faith that is thriving: 

1. Compelling Clarity

2. Holy Tenacity

3. Faithful Agility

4. Rooted Relationships

5. Dynamic Collaboration

What struck me as especially powerful is how much these five attributes 
overlapped with the work our VNT has been doing in wanting to focus 
on: Developing Disciples, Cultivating Authentic Relationships, Sharing Our 
Space, and Embracing Simplicity. Every once in a while, God puts something 
in my path that makes me think of the phrase “Hey! You got peanut butter 
in my chocolate!” That’s what this felt like to me. An answer to my prayer 
about “What’s next” and how we can build on the visioning work we’ve 
already done. 

I recently took the proposal before the Deacons and the VNT and received 
their enthusiastic support and endorsement to pursue our participation in the 
Thriving Congregations Initiative. Each month the VNT will be meeting with 

April 15, 2022
Volume 65
Number 1

Our Mission:
“To connect people of all ages  

with Jesus Christ and each other  
in life-changing relationships.”

The Greek word apocalypse does 
not actually refer to the end of 
the world. Apocalypse actually 
means “that which is revealed.” 
The Book of Revelation (its Greek 
name is “the Apokalypsis”) is all 
about the revealing of who God 
really is and the unveiling of what 
is truly happening in the world. 

Beginning on April 24, in both 
sermons and on his blog, Pastor 
Tyler will be exploring passages 
from the Book of Revelation that 
pull back the curtain to show us 
how God wants to work in us 
and through us.  

(continued on page 8)
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Behind The Scenes:
Coffee with The Pastor

Each quarter we invite folks who are 
new to Ardmore Baptist Church to 
Coffee with The Pastor, an informal 
gathering that provides the opportunity 
to spend time with the ministers, ask 
questions in a small group setting, and 
meet others who are on a similar jour-
ney. In March, we welcomed twelve 
people around the table and were 
grateful for time together to hear more 
about how God is working in their 
lives and how we can walk with them.

Do you remember the time when 
you were looking for a church to call 
home? We all desire belonging and it 
requires bravery to enter new spaces. 
We are excited to welcome everyone 
who comes our way and consider it 
such a sacred privilege to see how 
God weaves our stories together.
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Invitation & Hospitality: DeNeal Fowler



Ardmore Announcer April 15, 2022 - Page 3

Worship, Music, & Arts: David Fitzgerald

Celebrating Music And Our Younger Generations!
I have been thinking a lot lately about how our Music, Worship, and Arts Ministry is touching the lives of our younger 
generations. I celebrate our teenagers who in the past two months spent a weekend perfecting handbell skills at the 
state handbell festival, participated in a youth choir retreat in the mountains with a guest clinician from Chowan Uni-
versity, and most recently led our church with powerful music and worship on Youth Sunday. One of our youth, Gavin 
Daniel, even composed a significant choral anthem for our Youth Choir to sing on Youth Sunday! It was amazing! 

Youth Choir Leading Worship on Youth Sunday

I also celebrate our college Choral Scholars from Wake Forest 
University and UNC School of the Arts as they assist our Adult 
Choir, encourage our younger singers, and enhance our worship 
at Ardmore. Josh Prillaman and Elleyna Alderman will be leav-
ing us as they graduate in May. These two college students have 
had a tremendous impact on our music and worship ministries. 
Here’s what one of our church members says about the impact 
of our Choral Scholars program: “Folks, as we are giving assis-
tance to help musical college students with their education, we are 
building kingdom relationships that will have far-reaching benefits. 
We are encouraging college students to grow in their relationship 
with Jesus, during a time in their lives when many college students 
abandon their faith. In return, they are adding vocal strength and 
encouragement to our choral ministry at Ardmore. This is a ‘win-
win’ ministry for Christ and His kingdom.”

Youth Choir Retreat with Clinician Calvin Carter

Ardmore Choral Scholars
Claire, Josh, and Elleyna

Lastly, I celebrate how our Worship, Music, and Arts MALT 
(Ministry Area Leadership Team) is researching ways to attract 
millennials to our worship at Ardmore. The MALT is currently 
engaged in the book study, “Ever Ancient, Ever New: The Allure of 
Liturgy for a New Generation.” As part of this study, members of 
our MALT are visiting churches across the state that are attracting 
younger generations through a “convergent worship style.” We 
have also been intentionally shaping our early worship during 
Advent and Lent with convergent elements that attract younger 
generations. The feedback we have received from the early service 
has been extremely positive and encouraging! I am excited about 
what is happening at Ardmore Baptist in regards to music, worship, and our younger generations! And I am excited to 
see what the future holds!

“Convergent Style” Early Worship Service
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Upcoming Dates
May 1: Children’s Sunday

May 1: Family Formation Lunch

July 18 - 20: Family VBS
5:30 PM - 7:00 PM nightly

Youth Spring Retreat
It had been over two years since the youth ministry had been able 
to go out of town for a retreat. It had been a very long time since 
students were able to actually be on retreat together, outside of their 
usual setting, away from distractions, and able to enjoy the gifts of 
retreating away. Spring Retreat 2022: Choose Love put an end to that 
streak. We were able to get up to the mountains, and “be”. Many 
amazing things happen on the mountain in scripture: awakenings, 
reminders, refocusing, renewal, guidance, and more.

That weekend we received so much, from God and from each other. 
We remembered how God seeks for us to be in community and how 
connecting 
with others 
nourishes 
our souls. 

We had some funny hiccups along the way, but nothing took 
away from the joy of the weekend. An impromptu dance 
and singing party took everything to the next level. Students 
reconnected and were challenged to see what it looks like to 
“choose love” with every moment. We are thankful for what 
took place, and know this is only the beginning.

What you can see from 
these pictures is children 
and their families partici-
pating in reflection stations 
about Jesus’ life, death, 
and resurrection during the 
Family Easter Celebration. 
What you can’t see in these 
pictures is the sheer joy 
the children experienced 
in getting to be with each 
other.  Thanks be to God for a chance to walk through the story of Holy Week and to walk together in relationship 
with Christ!

Our children are already preparing to lead us in worship on Children’s Sunday on May 1st.  Please be in prayer for 
them and plan to join us as we worship God together.

April 15, 2022  - Page 4

Faith Formation: Children & Families - Lee Ritchie

Faith Formation: Youth & College Students: Dane Martin
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Opportunity to Share One’s Gifts/Skills
Last September, Clark Cothran had the opportunity 
to participate in the CRAF (Civil Reserve Air Fleet) 
program that brought Afghan refugees to the U.S.  
Below you will find his recollection of the experi-
ence. He says that as a pilot, he misses a lot of 
“church things” and doesn’t often have opportuni-
ties to use his professional skills in a “charitable” 
way as doctors, lawyers, or educators might, but 
this was one opportunity he had to do so.

We thought you would find the story interesting. 
Since the document is eight pages long, only the 
initial paragraphs are printed here, with a link to the full document which is posted on to our website. If you don’t have 
a computer, contact Debra Norris in the church office and we will print one for you.

CRAF Mission Camber 547
Most Americans cannot imagine a situation that would drive us to pick up, leave behind everything we know—in-
cluding extended family—and allow ourselves to be transported to an unannounced location in a country halfway 
around the world where we know hardly anyone, can’t speak the language, and have no idea how we would provide 
for ourselves. This is my story about my small part in a mission of helping people so desperate that they did just that.

9/11/2001 9:04 a.m.

I was pulling into the Greensboro airport parking lot listening to the morning news and heard our local news anchor 
report that there were unconfirmed reports that an airplane had hit one of the World Trade Center towers. I imagined 
a private pilot, in poor visibility getting disoriented and off course. I didn’t give it much thought beyond that and con-
tinued into the terminal to board my flight to Chicago. I was a First Officer on the Boeing 767 and was scheduled to 
fly AA 84 from Chicago to Frankfurt that night.

05 Sep 2021 0125 Zulu (2125 EDT)

Nearly 20 years to the day later, I’m sitting in the left seat of a Boeing 
777-200 as the captain, preparing once again to fly to Frankfurt—this 
time in an empty airplane that will ultimately be used in a CRAF (Civil 
Reserve Air Fleet) mission to rescue Afghan refugees and bring them to 
safety in the United States. American had dedicated 3 Boeing 777-200 
aircraft to this effort and I had flown this same aircraft to Frankfurt a few 
days earlier, subsequently “deadheading” (riding as a passenger) back 
on our regularly scheduled passenger flight from Frankfurt to DFW the 
next day. I very much wanted to fly one of the flights that brought refu-
gees back but didn’t get a chance on that first trip.

This trip would be different. I and my crew of three First Officers were scheduled to layover in Frankfurt for 48 hours 
and then fly to Sigonella Naval Air Station in Sicily on Wednesday to pick up refugees and continue on to Philadelphia. 
The extra day layover was necessary to “acclimate” us—a process, which, according to FAA regulations, would allow  
us to remain on duty up to 19 hours on mission day. This would prove to be crucial.
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Faith Formation: Adults & Congregational Care: Gina Brock

To read the full story, click here.

mailto:dnorris%40ardmorebaptist.org?subject=
https://www.ardmorebaptist.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/CRAF-Mission-Camber-547.pdf
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Missional Engagement: Amy Gallaher

Student.Church Intern
This summer we welcome Avery Browning as our Student.
Church Intern. The Student.Church program is a partner-
ship between local congregations and the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship to provide students who may be pursu-
ing a call to ministry with a deeper experience of church 

life. Avery will begin her internship in late May and will help 
lead us in a wide variety of areas. We look forward to having 

Avery join us this summer!

At the beginning of March, our Belgium Exploratory Missions 
Team made its way to Antwerp, Belgium by airplane, train, and a 
lot of walking. We did this to get to know, encourage, and work 
with our Encourager Church Partners Janée, Hary, Phoebe, and 
Maria Grace who work with refugees and multi-cultural faith com-
munities. We were able to hear stories, share meals, teach English, 
paint, clean, move furniture, and put new furniture together. We 
prayed with church leaders from all over the city and walked away 
with a profound affirmation from God of our church’s partnership 
with this family. From the beginning to the end we felt the support 
of this congregation, the prayers that flowed over us, and we ex-
perienced moments that can only be described as God-breathed 
while we were overseas. Thank you to all who prayed, sent emails, 
and reached out to us. Join us in the Fellowship Hall on Wednesday, 
April 20 at 6:00 PM to hear more from our team! 

Upcoming Missions Opportunities

Wednesday, April 27

Welcome House Work Night @ 6:00 PM

Saturday, May 14

Love the City Missions @ 9:00 AM

Monday, August 8 - Monday, August 15

Belgium Mission Trip (Sign up by April 19)
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A Thriving Congregation
(continued from page 1)

Youth Week
My heart is full from experiencing Youth Sunday 2022! Each year dur-
ing Youth Sunday I am amazed by the students leading, utilizing their 
talents, stepping outside of their comfort zone in trying new things, 
and building upon their leadership skills. It’s amazing to watch and 
will always be amazing but I am never surprised. I have the honor 
of being with the student’s week in and week out. The youth lead-
ers and I have a front row seat 
to the growth of students, their 
great talents, the leadership they 
possess, their unique insights, 

and so much more. Students led us through amazing songs, handbells, and 
singing, with a student writing the music and lyrics to one of the anthems. Spen-
cer Browning challenged us with a great sermon, and other students led other 
parts of worship. Youth Sunday is a good reminder to us as a congregation that 
students are able to lead, they are ready to lead. Will we share the keys of re-
sponsibility, provide opportunities to guide, and promote students to take lead-
ership throughout the church throughout the year, not just on Youth Sunday? It’s a 
challenge I hope doesn’t fade away as the weeks pass but something that convicts 
us to change and adjust who is and can be involved in leading different areas of 
the church. Maybe next year none of us will be surprised by how the youth lead 
on Youth Sunday, because we have been able to see them throughout the year 
in spaces where we have shared the keys of leadership. 

a congregational coach, who will guide our team in discerning how best we can build on the visioning work we have 
already done to cultivate traits of thriving within our life together. Six members of the VNT will also travel to three 
retreats over the next year where they will engage in concentrated learning about what it means for a congregation 
to thrive.  

You’ll hear more about the Thriving Congregations Initiative as we get engaged with the process in earnest starting this 
summer. But for now, know this: this is something for us to celebrate. There are over 1800 churches in the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship and Ardmore is one of just a handful that was chosen for this program. Also, this will require us to 
remain open to what new things God wants to do within us and through us. 

As always, friends, I feel so very blessed to be your pastor. 
 - Tyler Tankersley


