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Roots and Wings
On Wednesday evenings this fall, I’ve been leading 
a Bible Study through the New Testament letter of 
Ephesians. A few weeks ago, we studied a verse 
that continues to rattle around within my soul: I 
pray that the Lord of our God Jesus Christ, the 
Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom 

and revelation as you come to know him (Ephesians 1:17). What continues to 
strike me is the dual gifts Paul speaks of here: wisdom and revelation. 

Wisdom is of course not about what you know; it’s about how you live. 
Wisdom is not just a cerebral knowledge of facts, but about a life devoted to 
certain flourishing and sustained values. Wisdom is also rooted in the voices 
of the past. We gain wisdom from our elders and those who have learned 
more about living an authentic life because of their longevity and seniority. 
We need the wisdom of those who have gone on before us. In the life of 
our church, we need to hear from those who have institutional knowledge 
about who we are and from our wise senior adults whose experiences have 
so much to teach us all. 

The word “revelation” means “a surprising and previously unknown fact.” 
To embrace revelation as a gift is to open oneself to the possibly of new-
ness. In the verse from Ephesians, Paul is specifically praying that these early 
Christians would have a spirit that is open to fresh revealing of God’s nature 
and character. In the life of our church, we need to hear from those who are 
younger and who see the world differently than we do. It may be that they 
see part of who God is that, because of our preconceived notions, we are 
unable to see fully. 

I have heard it said before that the two gifts parents give to their children are 
roots and wings. In many ways, that is the gift that God gives to Ardmore 
Baptist Church as well. We must be rooted in the wisdom of our history and 
continue to gain from the guidance of the faithfulness of our congregation’s 
longtime members. At the same time, we must have the eyes of our souls 
always open to what new and fresh things God wants to say to us, to do 
through us, and to reveal to us. 

As our church continues to listen to the Holy Spirit about who we are called 
to be as a community of faith, I believe that God has given us the gift of both 
roots and wings. As we make decisions in the future, we must always be 
willing to learn from the wisdom of the past. However, we must also never 
be limited to the past, but be willing to soar to new and unimaginable places 
riding on the back of the dove of the Holy Spirit. 

Wisdom and revelation. Roots and wings. They are both gifts given to us, 
sisters and brothers.   
 - Tyler Tankersley
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Advent Sermon Series:
Advent is the season in which 
we wait for the hope, peace, joy, 
and love for God as embodied 
in Jesus Christ. We join with the 
people of Israel who waited for 
a Messiah. In Isaiah 9:6 we see 
a prayer for that coming Messiah 
and four titles that will define 
who he will be. How do we see 
Jesus fulfilling what it means to be 
the Messiah of the World? How 
does Jesus continue to be our 
Savior each and every day? 

November 28
Wonderful Counselor

December 5
Mighty God

December 12
Everlasting Father

December 19
Prince of Peace
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Compassion in Action
Our children have spent their Missions time 
on Wednesday nights learning about compas-
sion. We define it as Seeing a need, Feeling 
the need in our hearts because of the move-
ment of the Holy Spirit, 
and then Taking Action 
to help meet the need. 

We’ve learned about compassion for ourselves (listening to our body’s needs) and compassion 
for our neighbors.  We learned about the needs of adult students at Forsyth Tech who work hard 
to pay their bills and go to school, but who sometimes don’t have enough money left over for 
food. The children had compassion for these students and took action by packing baggies with 
food and making cards to encourage them. We celebrate and are grateful for the opportunity we 
have to show Christ’s compassion in our community. 
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Invitation & Hospitality: DeNeal Fowler

Faith Formation: Children & Families: Lee Ritchie

Worship Cart
We now have a Worship Cart in the narthex for our children on Sundays.  
This Worship Cart has items such as journals, books relevant to the sermon 
series, different types of Bibles, and fidget 
gadgets.  We invite children to grab an item 
or two each week from the cart to utilize in 
worship because sometimes having some-
thing for our hands to do can free our minds 
and hearts to listen and be present differently.  
After the service the children will return the 
items so we can clean them to have available 
the next week.

Upcoming Events

December 24 at 4:00 PM
Family Nativity Service

Pick Up Starts December 24
Epiphany Bags

Over the last four weeks, a small but mighty group has been meeting on Wednesday nights to en-
courage others and share Christ's love through the simple act of card-writing. As I have talked to 
those who have participated, I learned that some of them aren't usually interested in this type of 
activity. Others shared that they have often associated writing notes with a sense of duty or obliga-
tion (I appreciate the honesty). However, as we have gathered, we have learned something about 
ourselves, God, and serving others. This activity slows us down, helps us to focus our attention and 
energy on others' unique needs and situations, and allows us to connect with people to remind 

them they are not alone. We have discovered that God is so kind to reveal His truth, beauty, and goodness for both 
the giver and receiver in this simple act of card-writing. 

Do you have some time between 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM on Wednesday evenings (drop-in is fine)? Come join us in the 
courtyard (or, in the lobby in the winter months). There is always room at the writing table!

If you are unable to join during this time but would like to participate, please 
contact me. I will make it convenient and easy for you to write cards at your 
own pace.  

P.S. Special thanks to Laura Foster for the extra-special handmade cards she 
contributed. Laura is unable to attend the writing session but enjoys creating, 
so she made cards for us to share with others.
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Sabbatical Sharing 
I want to thank Ardmore Baptist for allowing me a time of 
sabbatical this summer. I cannot adequately put into words 
how meaningful this experience was for me. I am so grate-
ful! It allowed me to break away from routine and get away 
to spend time with family and time with God in ways that 
I do not always have. It was a time of rest, relaxation, re-
flection and renewal. I was able to attend several seminars/
workshops such as the Baylor University Alleluia Church 
Music Conference that provided opportunities to encounter 

vital worship experiences, and seminars and workshops in all areas of church music and worship. These workshops 
also challenged me to think new thoughts, learn practical skills, and find new music, worship materials, and resources.  
During my sabbatical I also enjoyed reading and reflecting on several books that Tyler had recommended. My favorite 
was “Ever Ancient Ever New – The Allure of Liturgy for a New Generation.” This book has had a major impact on my 
thinking, so much so that I am asking my MALT to also read this book for discussion in our meetings. It explores why 
the younger generations are being attracted to a worship that combines the ancient spiritual practices with the new 
and how they are being spiritually renewed today through ancient Christian worship, community, and spiritual prac-
tice. One of the most meaningful experiences for me, however, was actually attending one of these types of worship 
services. Hopefully in the near future, I will have an opportunity to share more about this convergent or neo-liturgical 
worship style that is attracting our younger generations. Lastly, during my sabbatical I was able to collaborate with a 
few ministry colleagues at First Baptist in Asheville. My time with them was invaluable as I gleaned from them what 
they are doing in their highly successful Academy for the Arts in which they are intentionally connecting with their 
community, neighborhood, and city through instruction in music and the arts. The information gathered will be ex-
tremely helpful to Ardmore as our WMA MALT looks at the possibility for such a program here in the future. Thank 
you! Thank you! Thank you church, for allowing this incredible experience of sabbatical! This is definitely one of the 
best things that you can ever do for your ministers! I would be greatly remiss if I did not express my thanks to Jim 
Davidson for taking the lead in my absence and to Jeanell Brown, Les Davis, and Micah Brewer for their assistance as 
well. I am so grateful for this incredible servant-hearted team. What a blessing!
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Worship, Music, & Arts: David Fitzgerald

Meet Our Newest Choral Scholar: Elleyna Alderman
Elleyna is from Lutz, Florida, and is a senior vocal performance major at UNCSA. As with 
all our choral scholars, she is becoming part of our choir and church family as she sings in 
our Adult Choir and leads with her talents in our worship services. When asked what at-
tracted her to Ardmore Choral Scholars, she said, “I was in search of a church community 
to call home and fell in love with the congregation and the music of this church, especially 
in connecting with the Sullivans and the Davidsons. The best part about this program is the 
ability to share joy in making music for God with choir members that match that energy and 
love.” Elleyna loves to sing opera and enjoys listening to classical music (Chopin and Vivaldi 
specifically), oldies, or “indie folk” music. She loves Italian food and her favorite book is 
Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix! She enjoys reading fantasy books, writing, and 

watching superhero movies. Lastly Elleyna says, “Every moment is meaningful here – I mean it! It’s meaningful to me 
having a choir community to sing and grow with! It’s a pleasure to be with you all.” It is my hope that our congregation 
will take time to get to know Elleyna and our other choral scholars, Josh and Claire, and continue to encourage them 
and provide a home-away-from-home while they are in college. Thank you folks for realizing the value in our Choral 
Scholars Program here at Ardmore as we make a difference in the lives of these college students and as we also con-
nect with our area colleges in our community!
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Faith Formation: Youth & College Students: Dane Martin

Youth Ministry

Welcome. It’s what we all want to feel, right? Many people have it on the entrance to their home. Welcome is the 
way we greet someone and let them know we are grateful for their presence. When you welcome someone, you are 
friendly and express gratitude to them. Welcoming is important, no matter who the person is and no matter how dif-
ferent they might be from you. Welcome is how we start off our new year in the student ministry. Each year the current 
students in the ministry welcome the new 7th grade class into the youth ministry. It’s an opportunity so say “welcome”, 
we are glad you are joining us and we are excited for what the future will bring to our group through your involvement.

Late August we once again welcomed in a new class of 7th graders. Each 7th 

grade class is welcomed into the youth group in a unique and special way! 
We hold this special event so each 7th grader knows and understands that they 
are important and we celebrate their joining the group. The evening was filled 
with the great noise of laughter, conversation, and energy of being together. 
Students competed against each other in relay-style games, working together to 
build structures, and the messy shaving cream toss game! It was a great night, 
which brought us all together to welcome. It is our hope that each student feels 
welcomed into this ministry, no matter their grade level or anything else. Each 
day we have an opportunity to welcome the person in front of us. Each of those 
opportunities is a chance to be Christ to them. We jump-started our year with 
this event, and we will work throughout the year to grow these relationships.

Youth Ministry Dates

October 22 - 24
Fall Retreat

November 13
Love the City Missions

December 17
Youth Christmas Party

Youth WAM Is Back!
Begins Sunday, October 17

Sign Team @ 4:00 PM

Youth Bells @ 4:30 PM

Youth Choir @ 5:15 PM 

As we start the year, we will be working on music for the Thanksgiving Con-
cert/Worship Service, music for Christmas, and music for our annual Music 
Missions weekend in the spring as well as regular times of sharing in our 
worship services throughout the year.
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Faith Formation: Adults & Congregational Care: Gina Brock

“You Can See How God Is at Work”
“Stephen Ministry has been a wonderful blessing for me and our church family,” said 
Brenda Maxwell, a Stephen Minister at Mt. Horeb UMC in Lexington, SC. Her sister, 
Dr. Laurel Link, is a Stephen Leader at Ardmore.

“Stephen Ministry is a vital extension of the congregational care ministry of our church,” 
Brenda said. “We are trained to be a caring, reliable friend who can walk beside some-
one who is going through a valley. It is a wonderful blessing to serve as the hands and 
feet of Jesus, to be a part of God’s work in someone’s life.”

Stephen Ministry equips lay members of churches to provide emotional and spiritual 
support to people who suffer from grief, a serious illness, family struggles or other 
turmoil in their lives.  They learn how to listen carefully and help people sort through 
their feelings, trusting the healing results to God. 

“Many of the people we serve have feelings that have been pent up for a long time,” Brenda noted. “They didn’t know 
who to talk with and kept it all inside. Over time, as we listen with compassion and empathy, they are able to let their 
feelings out. They have fewer tears and begin to feel better. You can see how God is at work.”

“Stephen Ministers provide a caring, understanding relationship with care receivers. We don’t give advice or try to 
fix people’s problems. With support, people can begin to figure things out for themselves and what they need to do.”  

Brenda has discovered many blessings from Stephen Ministry. “I get back more than I give. I’ve grown personally, and 
it’s had a big spiritual impact also. I learned so much from the training, and I’m constantly learning more.” She also 
pointed to the blessings of friendship with fellow Stephen Ministers.

Training for Stephen Ministry at Ardmore Baptist will begin in January. Our Stephen Leaders – Gina Brock, Laurel Link 
and Paul Mullen – will lead 50 hours of initial training over several months. If you are interested in learning more, 
please contact them.

Please pray for this new ministry at our church!
 - Paul Mullen

What have we grieved? What have we learned? These are the questions 
we have been exploring at Parents of Preschoolers (POPS). The last 18 
months have brought loss, suffering, loneliness, and isolation. They have 
also brought strength, family bonding, and perserverance. As parents 
of young children during this time there are unique challenges and gifts 
that we want to remember. In Joshua 4 we read that God led the people 
to the edge of a raging river and as their toes began to touch, the river 
parted and made way for the people to cross. God instructed them to 
grab 12 stones from the bed of the river and take them on their journey. 
When they arrived at their destination they were to set up a memorial 
that would serve as a way to share the story of what God had done for 
them for generations to come. In similar fashion, each parent at our meeting got a stone to hold onto while we re-
flected on parenting during the pandemic. Afterwards, they were encouraged to paint it in order to remember the story 
of what God had done for them.  

Missional Engagement: Amy Gallaher
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College Ministry
Out of sight, out of mind. It can be so easy to forget those 
who aren’t always around us. In college ministry, this can 
be true of the church. It’s easy to forget those who aren’t 
at the church each week, because of being away at school 
or simply being at school and not at church. Remember-
ing is caring. Remembering is loving. Remembering is 
the reminder that we support you. It takes intentionality 
for the church to do this, but it’s so important. We have 
the responsibility to continue investing in the college stu-
dents from this church and students in our community, 
and it can be so simple. Adults from the church can write 
a card to a student. We can bake desserts to mail to stu-
dents. It doesn’t take too much time or energy, just being 
intentional about not forgetting them.

I have been going to UNC School of the Arts for the past three years, twice a month, to invest in the students on this 
campus. We haven’t done anything extraordinary, except show up and be a welcoming presence. An ecumenical 
group of volunteers from across the city gives a few hours of their month to invest, support, guide, accept, and be 
with students from this campus. We have great and unpredictable conversations which always open our eyes to more, 
stretch us, and push us to grow. It’s amazing! We go to them and provide presence to students who might just need 
a smile, encouragement, or a simple snack as they run to class. Whatever it looks like, how will you honor college 
students? Will you give a little bit of your time so they know they matter?

College Opportunities During the Year
Contact Dane Martin (dmartin@ardmorebaptist.org)

UNCSA Volunteering

Wednesday’s 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM or 12:30 PM - 2:00 PM

Baking for College Care Packages

Packing College Care Packages
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