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During a few months in high school, I drove an old car that had all kinds 
of issues. The bumper was secured with duct tape and super glue, one of 
the doors was held shut with a bungee cord, and it was missing the driver’s 
side rearview mirror. However, the worst moment with that car was one 
night when I was driving home from a friend’s house when – suddenly – the 
headlights went out! I was less than a mile or so from my house, so I figured 
that the best thing to do would be to just get home (please don’t follow my 
example!). 

Even though I had driven those roads numerous times, I have never been 
more terrified than that short drive back to my house. I had some clue as 
to where I was going, but no way to see the path forward. During 2020, I 
thought about that driving experience numerous times. That is how the previ-
ous year has felt. There was some familiarity with the calendar, but it felt like 
the headlights had gone out! 

I am hopeful that 2021 will be a different experience. We can never antici-
pate what may be coming down the bend in life, but we can place our hope 
in the goodness and grace of God to be with us as we journey. 

The Staff at Ardmore Baptist Church have been working hard to plan the 
upcoming year with wisdom, intentionality, and grace. In this issue of the Ar-
dmore Announcer, you will read about exciting opportunities in the coming 
year to lead you into a deeper commitment to faith in Jesus Christ. Our hope 
and prayer is that as you begin to travel down the road of 2021, the ministries, 
worship, and mission of Ardmore Baptist Church can help direct you to the 
light of the Gospel. May our prayer this year be that of Psalm 119:105, which 
says, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” 
  - Tyler Tankersley

You cannot overestimate the 
importance of the cross for 
Christian faith. Though it is a 
symbol of death, for those who 
believe, it is the source of life. 
However, we often can become 
so numb to the cross that we 
forget to reflect on its continuing 
power to mold and shape us. 

During the season of Lent 
(beginning on Sunday, February 
21), we will explore Jesus’ final 
words from the cross. This will 
lead us on a journey to under-
standing the power of God’s 
vast forgiveness, blessed assur-
ance, and loving sacrifice. We 
will spend this Lenten season 
reflecting on the meaning and 
purpose of the cross for our 
everyday lives.

Our Mission:
“To connect people of all ages  

with Jesus Christ and each other  
in life-changing relationships.”
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We are so grateful for Franklin Watkins, Deacon Chair for 2020, and the many ways he has 
demonstrated servant leadership. We invited him to reflect on the year and also provide 
some thoughts as we look to the future. 

What spiritual discipline or practice has most sustained and encouraged you this year? 
How have you seen this manifest or grow in your life?

While prayer has been sustaining for me, I discovered the importance of meditation this 
year.  I cannot count the number of times that I stopped what I was doing, uttered the 
phrase “Be Still” and either prayed or meditated when I felt overwhelmed or anxious.

What have you learned about leadership during your year as Deacon Chair?

I’m not sure I have enough words to answer this question!  The biggest lessons I learned were two:  1) adaptability 
is critical and 2) relying on the group think of many wise leaders informs the best decisions.  I cannot state strongly 
enough how appreciative I have been and how indebted I am to our Deacon Council, ministerial staff and sage mem-
bers this year!

How have you seen and heard from God during your time of serving in this role?

God has used this pandemic to humble me.  I am used to having the “right” answers and confidently planning situa-
tions with lots of data.  Well…this pandemic has been a case study in the unknown.  Learning to lean on God more 
during uncertainty (and even when certainty seems present) will be my resonating lesson from this year – to be still 
and know that God is in control.

How has your vocation as a physician prepared or equipped you to lead during this time?

I hope that my profession in medicine helped inform our church’s responses to the pandemic based upon scientific 
evidence and love of others rather than fear.  In medicine, we have to balance the needs of the person with the data 
that their labs, scans, etc. demonstrate.  My prayer has been that I brought that approach to how I helped make deci-
sions for our church family this past year.

How can we pray for you?

I ask that you pray for all of us in health care – it’s been a long nine months with more long months ahead.  I also ask 
that you pray for the new chair of deacons, John Griffenhagen.  I never anticipated the anxiety and responsibility that 
the role can generate – hoping you made the right decisions that did not harm others in doing so.  I pray that John feels 
the same support and the prayers of our people that I have felt and experienced this year.

What are some of the ways Ardmore Baptist can support and encourage new deacons?

Our deacons have a lot on their plate this year.  While navigating the remainder of the pandemic and discerning how 
the post-pandemic Church adapts going forward, there also are other big decisions that we need to make (including 
the future of Brown Auditorium and how it best meets the needs of our church and community).  My request is simple: 
pray for them for wisdom and discernment and let them know that you are doing so.
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Invitation & Hospitality: DeNeal Fowler
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Worship, Music, & Arts: David Fitzgerald

Getting to Know Our Ardmore Choral Scholars (Part 2) 
In November’s Announcer we introduced you to two of our college Choral Scholars, Josh Prillaman and Evan Smith.  
Josh attends Wake Forest University and Evan attends UNCSA. In this Announcer we would like to introduce you to 
our other two choral scholars, Claire Schuyler and Gustavo Antoniacomi. We hope you will get to know these four 
college students who have become a very important part of our Adult Choir and church family. Our Choral Scholars 
program continues to be a wonderful way for us to connect, and develop relationships, with these college students 
and our area colleges. The program provides a supportive “home away from home” church family for the students.  
Here are the responses to a set of questions I asked each of the choral scholars.

Claire Schuyler – Louisville, KY: I am currently a student at the University of North 
Carolina School of the Arts majoring in Vocal Performance.  I eventually hope to 
either join an opera company or move to Germany or New York to make a living 
and search for performance opportunities. I became interested in Choral Scholars 
through my private vocal coach, Ms. Pancella, who recommended me to this pro-
gram. What I like best about Choral Scholars is that I get to learn from other mem-
bers of the congregation. Many of them are retired musicians and teachers. So it’s 
great to hear their stories, go to lunch, and really learn more about what their experi-
ences have been like in having a career in music. My most meaningful experience 
at Ardmore has been performing at the Christmas concert in 2019. That was my first 
real time performing such a big concert with Christmas music. It was such a beautiful 
moment, and I’m glad we got to do it again this year, just a little different and safer 

for all of us, during this tough time. I love all sorts of music. In my free time I listen to classic rock and indie; but when 
I study, I listen to classical. I love home cooked meals but when I can’t get that, I love grabbing some sushi or chipotle 
with my friends. My favorite movie is Pride and Prejudice and my favorite book is Little Women. My hobbies and fa-
vorite things to do are singing and playing my ukulele, writing music, swimming, painting, cooking, going hiking with 
my roommate, watching movies, going on drives, and going to Disney with my family on vacations. I love learning 
and trying new things. I’m very crafty and I love to create things even outside of my current study. I’m very outgoing 
and love having conversations with new people.

Gustavo Antoniacomi  -  Curitiba, Brazil: I am currently working on my Master’s 
degree in Musical Performance at the Longy School of Music of Bard College in 
Cambridge, MA. I am specializing in Early Music, particularly music from the 17th 
and 18th century. I have been an active musician at Ardmore Baptist for many years 
now, and the Choral Scholars program seemed like a great opportunity to contrib-
ute to the worship at Ardmore as a singer as well. What I like best about the Choral 
Scholars program is making music with other passionate people! Some of the most 
special moments of my life have been spent at Ardmore – concerts, recitals, and 
meaningful moments during worship services. I think about music and listen to it 
all the time, and it’s mostly music from the 17th to the early 20th century, but I also 
love Samba, Bossa Nova and the jazz-related genres from my home country, Brazil. 
I am just as passionate about food, and I take it very seriously! I cook almost every 
day – lots of dishes with fish. Sometimes I make pasta (all from scratch). I play card games like nobody’s business and 
I love spending time with the people in my life.  
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Faith Formation: Children & Families - Lee Ritchie

As with all things 2020, we made adjustments to how we’ve always done things. Some ideas flopped and some 
soared. This has been an amazing time to look back on the Fall of 2020, to remember and give thanks. In Children’s 
Ministry, we’ve worked to help our children stay connected through Kingdom Quest and virtual Sunday Bible Study. 
Our Sunday Bible Study teachers are the best! I have watched in awe at how they work to know our children and to 
see how they have harnessed their creativity to help the children strengthen their understanding of and relationship 
with Jesus.  

This Christmas felt different as we prepared for the coming of Christ, but not 
any less holy. Our children told us the story of Jesus’ birth in a simple way that 
captured the pure joy of this event through their excitement! This year we also 
celebrated Christmastide and Epiphany with “Follow the Star Party Bags.” 
Families told the Christmas story together, decorated a star, and celebrated Jesus’ 
birth with a birthday party. This season (both the fall and Advent) was a reminder 
that families best make meaning of who God is and what God is doing within 
the context of their homes and daily lives. In 2021, we will continue to equip 
families to see God in the everyday and to praise God and serve together.  

Upcoming Events

14 March
Kingdom Quest

28 March
Family Easter Celebration
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College students can be in so many 
different places mentally, emotionally, 
and physically … so college ministry 
is always a challenge. During COV-
ID-19 it’s been especially difficult to 
invest in college students both locally 
and afar. We have sought to connect 
through texting and checking in with 
our local college partners. During the 
time of the election, which probably 
feels like two years ago, we had the 
opportunity to lead students in Bible 
study. It was refreshing to connect 
with students who were eager to dive 
into conversation and struggle with 

scripture. It was a good night and very fulfilling. It was fulfilling to get back into conversation with students, see them 
think, see them work through the scripture and wonder. Yes, it was on Zoom but the time we had together was sacred. 
As we move forward in college ministry, we don’t know what the future will hold for college students or how we will 
need to connect with them, but we know that they need connection.
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Christmas and pandemic don’t really go together, but Christmas comes whether a virus rages across the world or not … 
and for that we are thankful. As Christmas came closer we decided a youth Christmas party had to happen. So what 
should we do? Put on the jackets, break out the lights, and get ready for some outdoor fun. So that’s exactly what we 
did! Thirty youth and adults experienced the joy that this season brings. We remembered why being physically 
together matters, and why Jesus came into our world and became God incarnate! Students played an elf scavenger 
hunt game, along with a personal favorite, the white elephant gift exchange. It was a great night that allowed us mo-
ments to see how students and adults were doing, catch up, and be together. As we move into 2021, we hope more 
of these moments can happen! We yearn for them, we need them! The youth ministry will continue being actively 
engaged in the lives of students and families as we begin 2021, and look forward to the opportunity to walk with each 
youth and family.

Youth Ministry Dates
Monthly small group gatherings

20 February
Baking Challenge

8 March
Youth Week Kick-Off

13 March
Youth Week Missions

14 March
Youth Sunday

26-28 March
Youth Spring Retreat Youth Christmas Party

Faith Formation: Youth & College Students: Dane Martin
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Faith Formation: Adults & Congregational Care: Gina Brock

Kathy Escobar wrote “A Weary World” after the unexpected death of her son. She fills the pages 
with passages and quotes of raw emotions, honesty, and reflection that allow readers to address 
their own feelings and thoughts of despair in the world, their lives, or their situation while offer-
ing real-world and scriptural support to help work through those times and move towards peace, 
acceptance, and love.

One of the most meaningful aspects of the book to me were the prayers at the end of each week.  
Escobar is able to put words together to convey messages of honoring reality, practicing honesty, 
embracing paradox, and borrowing hope (the four weekly themes) into prayers that “pack a 
punch” and say just the right thing in just a few words.

Thank you to Gina Brock for leading us in this book study and for the new friends that shared themselves with me as 
well as listened to my story and my weariness. This book study was a positive way to head into 2021 with hope and 
encouragement and the promise of God being with us through it all.
 - Susan Stephens

Spiritual practices are actions we undertake in order to open ourselves to the working of God in our lives. Randy Speer 
reflects on his spiritual practice of journaling.

Journal, ugh … another time-consuming idea, what good is it?

Yep, that is exactly what I used to say. Read books about it, even took a course on it. Still 
did not do it.

What good is it? Well, I can enter what God has or is doing around me. In fact, I can 
write about anything (even vent) in it. Yep, a journal gives you the opportunity to share 
your thoughts.

Sometimes we make the same mistakes over and over. One time I wrote a profound para-
graph out of a book that I was reading into the journal. Later I faced a negative situation, 

went back to the journal, reread the paragraph and God blessed me to grow and not make the same mistake twice. A 
two-year-old writing gave me peace, Thanks Be To God.

When reading about past experiences you have written down it can cause you to not make the same mistakes again.  
It also reminds you that God always makes a way. Why do you know that … because you wrote it down.

Journal on.
- In Christ, Randy Speer

“It was such a burden off my shoulders.” “She was there just for me.” “I feel connected with God in 
a way I never felt before.” These are direct quotes from people who received care from a Stephen 
Minister.

One thing we learned from the year 2020 is we need each other. We need a compassionate ear, 
a caring heart, and someone who understands. Stephen Ministers are gifted with compassionate 

ears, caring hearts, and understanding spirits. They are “people providing one-on-one Christian 
care to hurting people in and around a congregation.”

This year, Ardmore Baptist will begin a Stephen Ministry. A small group of congregation members will be trained by 
the Stephen Ministries organization in areas such as listening, feelings, confidentiality, and ministering to people in 
specific circumstances like grief, divorce, and terminal illness. These leaders will then train other congregation mem-
bers in Christian caregiving. If you have a heart for hurting people, Stephen Ministry might just be another way you 
can serve God.

More information coming soon in ABC QuickBits. Feel free to contact Gina Brock with questions.
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Remote Learning Center
Shauna Hunter has been at the Remote Learning Center (RLC) since we started and is an as-
signed tutor from the Winston-Salem Forsyth County School system. She has unique insight 
into the students, volunteers, and inner workings of the RLC and shares about her experience: 

How did you learn about the Ardmore RLC? I first learned about WSFCS remote learn-
ing centers through the newspaper in the summer. I really wasn’t sure about working with 
students outside the traditional school setting. When I spoke with the WSFCS substitute 
coordinator and she learned of my school social work background and substitute teaching 
experience she said, “I have the position for you. It’s at Ardmore Baptist Church.” I trusted 

in God and met Becky Bryant, learning about the needs of the students attending as well as the center’s goals. God 
has placed me in a spot where I can use my talents, skills, and education to make a difference.

What is your role at the RLC? I am a tutor but my work extends beyond the name. My role as a tutor at Ardmore is 
to first show God’s love. It is through this love that academic and social growth flourish. These students have faced 
challenges beyond my understanding. It is my goal to be cognitive of those effects and create rapport that extends 
beyond academics. Sometimes, just listening is all that is needed to open the door for learning. Online assignments 
can be overwhelming, so spending extra time with our Congolese students often requires addressing differences in 
colloquialisms and semantics.

Tell us about your experience with volunteers. Volunteers at the center are vital to the success of the students and 
the center. Volunteers provide one-on-one time with students, addressing academic needs. Most of our students are 
Congolese and speak Swahili. The language barrier increases time spent explaining assignments, understanding the 
students’ needs, and overall academic success. A volunteer may work with the same student each week or with sev-
eral students in one day. I have seen God’s hand at work in providing the volunteers we need each day. Volunteers 
do not need to feel like they need to know everything to help the students. The tutors and staff are there to guide you 
and explain how to help the students. 

What does the RLC mean to you? The Ardmore remote learning center means there is a place where students in need 
get help from people who genuinely care about the students’ whole being and deserve to be shown God’s love. I feel 
more content when I am working at Ardmore’s RLC.

City With Dwellings Meal Changes 
For the last few years our congregation has partnered with St. Timothy’s Overflow Shelter to pro-
vide hot meals and to-go bags for homeless women. This ministry has brought many of our SBS 

classes together, created new friendships, and opened up opportunities. This year, like everything, overflow sheltering 
looks different. City with Dwellings is still providing shelter but through targeting at-risk individuals with their outreach 
teams. Would you and your SBS class or friend group like to help these individuals during these cold months? See the 
sign-up link below to find a day you can bring a hot meal or to-go bags. Feel free to sign up for any day of the week 
that works for you and let us know how you participated. 

Missions On-Going Events
• Moore Elementary School Reading Buddies (Virtual)
• Volunteer Meal Delivery: Driving from Samaritan Ministries to City With Dwellings hotel guests on Thursdays - 

sign up here
• Remote Learning Center volunteers and snack/water bottle donations needed: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 8:15 

a.m. - 3:45 p.m. - sign up here 
• City with Dwellings Meal Prep and Delivery Mondays - sign up here 
• Red Cross Blood Drive: February 26; 1:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. - sign up here 
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Missional Engagement: Amy Gallaher

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040b44adaa2aa1fe3-thursday 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040b44adaa2aa1fe3-ardmore 
https://signup.com/group/773917280100
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=Ardmore%20Baptist
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Conversations That Matter
In 2021, Ardmore Baptist Church will host a series of conversations with authors on 
important topics. This will be our opportunity to engage in dialogue about issues that 
might be difficult, controversial, or confusing. Rather than a traditional “book club” 
we want to focus on learning new things, hearing different perspectives, and ending 
each conversation with some tangible action steps for us all to challenge ourselves in 
new ways. We highly encourage you to purchase a copy of the book that will be discussed 
and come prepared with questions for the author. These conversations will take place via Zoom 
Webinar, but will also be available to be streamed on our Facebook and YouTube pages. If you would like to be able 
to ask questions via Zoom, you will need to register before each Webinar. The Zoom link will be in QuickBits. Our 
first discussion takes place on Monday, January 25 at 7:00 p.m. 

Rev. Lynn Casteel Harper is the Minister of Older Adults at The Riverside 
Church in New York City. Prior to Riverside, she served as a nursing home 
chaplain for seven years. A graduate of Wake Forest University Divinity 
School, Lynn completed her chaplaincy residency at Robert Wood Johnson 
University Medical Center in New Jersey. She is the author of On Vanish-
ing: Mortality, Dementia, and What It Means to Disappear (Catapult 2020). 
Originally from southeast Missouri, Lynn lives in Maine and New York City 
with her husband Ryan Harper.

The other scheduled conversations and authors for 2021 are listed below: 

• March 22, 7:00 p.m. – The Bible and Borders by M. Daniel Carroll R.   

• May 24, 7:00 p.m. – Lies My Preacher Told Me by Brent Strawn  

• July 19, 7:00 p.m. – Women in the Bible by Jaime Clark-Soles  

• September 27, 7:00 p.m. – Healing Racial Divides by Terrell Carter  

• November 29, 7:00 PM – The Bible and the Ballot: Using Scripture in Political Decisions by Tremper Longman III


